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12 Cranial Nerves 
CN I 
· Olfactory Nerve 

· Type: sensory only

· Function: smell 

· Passes through: Cribiform Plate

CN II 
· Optic Nerve 

· Type: sensory only

· Function: vision

Passes through: Optic Foramen, Optic Canal
CN III 
· Oculomotor Nerve

· Type: sensory/motor

· Function: Innervates four extrinsic muscles of eyeball

· Superior Rectus 

· Medial Rectus 

· Inferior Rectus

· Inferior Oblique 

Passes through: Superior Orbital Fissure
CN IV
· Trochlear Nerve

· Type: sensory/motor

· Function: Innervates Superior Oblique 

· Passes through: Superior Orbital Fissure 

CN V 
· Trigeminal Nerve

· Type: sensory/motor 

· Function: chewing (motor)

· 3 branches of sensory innervation to the face

Passes through: Superior Orbital Fissure, Foramen Rotundum, Foramen Ovale
CN VI 
· Abducens 

· Type: motor 

· Function: Innervates Lateral Rectus 

Passes through: Superior Orbital Fissure
CN VII 
· Facial Nerve

· Type: sensory/motor

· Function: 

· Anterior Taste Buds

· Facial expressions

· Secretion of saliva and tears

Passes through: Stylomastiod Foramen, Internal Auditory Meatus
CN VIII 
· Vestibulocochlear Nerve 

· Type: sensory only

· Function: 

· Hearing and Equilibrium 

Passes through: Internal Auditory Meatus
CN IX 
· Glossopharyngeal Nerve 

· Type: sensory/motor 

· Function: Posterior Taste Buds

· Tongue and pharynx (to swallow)

Passes through: Jugular Foramen
CN X 
· Vagus Nerve 

· Type: sensory/motor

· Function: 

· Innervates muscles pharynx & larynx 

· Parasympathetic to neck, thorax, and abdomen 

· Sensory  from pharynx, larynx and viscera 

· Sensory from the external ear

Passes through: Jugular Foramen
CN XI 
· Accessory Nerve 

· Type: motor

· Function: 

· Trapezius and sternocleidomastoid muscles 

Passes through: Jugular Foramen
CN XII 
· Hypoglossal Nerve 

· Type: motor

· Function: 

· Innervates intrinsic and extrinsic muscles and muscles of the tongue except palatoglossus 

Passes through: Hypoglossal Canal
